Texas Odyssey – Houston Region
Odyssey of the Mind Membership Information

First Membership

Memberships are purchased from Creative Competitions, Inc (CCI) either by mail or online with a credit card.  Go to www.odysseyofthemind.com and select Register Today.  You will receive a membership number and be sent a Program Packet that includes a membership card, long term problem statements, the Program Guide, and other information.
There are five competitive problems open to each division – elementary, middle, and high school.  There is one non-competitive, primary problem open to Kindergarten through 2nd grade.  Each membership entitles your school or group to send one team per problem per division housed in your school to the first sanctioned tournament.  In Texas, our first sanctioned tournament is our Regional Tournament.  Each membership can have any number of primary problem teams.  All primary teams may present their problem at the Regional Tournament but are not competitively judged.
The Program Guide contains additional rules for forming memberships, including teams made up of more than one school, community groups, and home-schooled students.

To be eligible for the Regional Tournament, each team in a membership must (1) pay a tournament fee, (2) provide a trained judge, and (3) supply an untrained volunteer.  Judges must attend training each year (the problems change) and must judge at both the Regional and State tournaments.  This includes Primary teams and competitive teams that do not advance to the State Tournament.  
For specific information on training dates, tournament dates, fees, and any other requirements, see www.txodyssey.org  Select the Region tab and then select your region to view your Region’s Page.

Second Membership – Three Team Rule
In Texas, each membership is required to fill three different problems per division before purchasing a second international membership from CCI.  This is known as the “Three Team Rule”.  This rule does not apply to does it include the teams performing the primary problem.  

In addition, if your school or group is eligible for more than one international membership, you are required to provide an active member to serve on your Regional Board.  Since so many of your students are enjoying Odyssey of the Mind, your Regional Board needs your membership’s help to run your regional Odyssey program!

Schools with grades that cover more than one division will be required to meet the “Three Team Rule” for the division that will be using the second membership
“Three Team Rule” examples follow:
Example 1 – Second Membership NOT Allowed.

ABC Elementary School has two teams in Problem 3 and one team in Problem 5. They may NOT use a second membership to allow both Problem 3 teams to perform at Regionals.  (They would need to field another team in problem 1, 2, or 4 before being eligible for a second membership.  Or the school could hold a preliminary tournament to decide which Problem 3 team advanced to the Region Tournament)
Example 2 – Second Membership IS Allowed.

XYZ Elementary School has one team in Problem 1, two teams in Problem 3, and one team in problem 5. They MAY purchase and use a second national membership to allow both Problem 3 teams to perform at Regionals.  One Problem 3 team will be XYZ TEAM A and the other Problem 3 team will be XYZ TEAM B.  Teams A and B will have different membership numbers.
Example 3 – K-12 School Second Membership is NOT Allowed.
A school that covers grades K-12 has one Division I team in Problem 1, two Division I teams in Problem 5, and one Division II team in Problem 2.  This school may NOT use a second membership.  (They would need to field another team in Division I, Problem 2, 3, or 4.  The Division II team does not count towards the Division I “Three Team Rule.”)

Rules for More Than Two Memberships-

In order to purchase a third membership, groups must COMPLETELY FILL their first two memberships. This means that they must field two teams in EVERY available problem (excluding primary) before they purchase a third membership. 
Due to the limitations of how many teams can be judged in one day, Houston Area Region schools and groups will not be allowed to purchase more than three memberships. We strongly suggest that any school fielding two or more teams in a problem consider holding a school tournament.

